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and will include wetlands, streams, vernal pools, and other features. Registration fee is 
$25.00 for members and $60.00 for non-members. Call David Rocque at (207) 287-2666 
for more information.  
 
The Subsurface Wastewater Program's 2007 Training PowerPoints  
The Program's 2007 PowerPoint training presentations are now available for 
downloading and viewing. A Microsoft PowerPoint viewer is also available for those 
who do not have PowerPoint. These can be downloaded at 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng/plumb/index.htm. 

2007 Basic Installer Presentation  

2007 LPI Permitting and Inspecting   

2007 Voluntary Inspector Training  

Microsoft PowerPoint Reader for Windows  

To view a list of approved I/A technologies in Maine visit: 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng/plumb/news.htm 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng/plumb/lists.htm 
 
Massachusetts 
Recent Changes to I/A Technology Approvals  
Chamber Systems 
MA DEP has recently modified the Certifications for General Use for chamber 
technologies, Biodiffuser, Cultec, Hancor and Infiltrator. Section II, Design Standards, 
has been revised as follows: 

1. After deliberation, the Department has concluded that the effective leaching area 
of chamber technology can be reduced in nitrogen sensitive areas without any 
impact to ground water. The Department has eliminated Table 3. Effective 
Leaching Area for Nitrogen Sensitive Areas from the Certifications.  Systems 
serving new construction or increases in flow to existing systems need to comply 
with nitrogen loading requirements in 310 CMR 15.214.  

 
2. A recent study at the Massachusetts Alternative Test Center evaluated ponding in 

both chambers and aggregate systems. The results indicate chambers tend to pond 
to a greater degree, than previously believed. The Department has concluded that 
based on the results from the Test Center a change in design with regard to 
breakout elevation in fill is warranted. The Certifications have been changed for 
chambers installed as specified in 310 CMR 15.255: Construction in Fill, the 
finished 15 foot horizontal separation distance, item (2), will now be measured 
from the top of the chamber not from the bottom of the chamber. 

 
Presby Enviro-Septic® System and Eljen In-Drain System 
MA DEP has recently modified the Approval for Remedial Use for these technologies. 
Section III, Allowable Soil Absorption System Design has been revised as follows: 
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• After deliberation, the Department has concluded that an applicant, requesting 
Remedial approval and using these technologies, should be required to submit the 
design to the Department for review when more than one reduction in soil 
adsorption system design is requested. This change brings these technology 
approvals into conformance with the approvals issued to other treatment 
technologies. Item 1, Reduction of the Required Separation Distance to High 
Groundwater Elevation and Item 2, Reduction of the Requirement for Four Feet 
of Naturally Occurring Pervious Material have been revised to require 
Department review when any two soil adsorption system design changes are 
requested. 

 
To view a list of approved I/A technologies in Massachusetts visit: 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/wastewater/t5itprog.htm 
 
New Hampshire 
Fall 2007 Designers/Installers Certification Schedule 
http://www.des.state.nh.us/ssb/des-inst.htm 
 
NH DES links to OneStop Web Site 
To make environmental information more readily accessible and understandable to the 
public, the Department of Environmental Services has linked its internal programs 
together to form the OneStop Web Site. The goals of the OneStop Web Site are to:  

• Improve DES's effectiveness through better use and analysis of existing 
information,  

• Improve public access to environmental information, and  
• Provide public upload of environmental information.  

 
The OneStop web site makes this information public through the OneStop Data Retrieval 
Site. Available information includes: sources of environmental interest; ordering 
sampling equipment for environmental testing; permit statuses; and information on local 
businesses that provide various environmental services, ranging from hazardous waste 
transportation to well designers. Data for such programs can be submitted by registered 
providers through the OneStop Data Provider Site 
 
To view a list of approved I/A technologies in New Hampshire visit: 
http://www.des.state.nh.us/factsheets/ssb/ssb-12.htm 
 
Rhode Island 
Draft Septic System Regulations 
The RI DEM Office of Water Resources is proposing significant changes to the state’s 
septic system rules.  These changes will update technical standards for the siting and 
design of septic systems, improve treatment for environmental protection and public 
health, increase protection of water resources, streamline the permitting process, and 
reformat the rules to follow the sequence of actions taken in permitting a septic system in 
RI. Under the proposed Rules, a septic system will be referred to as an onsite wastewater 
treatment system (OWTS) rather than an individual sewage disposal system. 
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Two versions of the Draft Rules are available for review here: an annotated version that 
shows changes relative to the existing Rules and a "clean" version that incorporates the 
new changes directly into the text. Hard copies are also available by contacting the 
Department as noted below. 
 
In April and May, the Department conducted a series of meetings with a Stakeholder 
Group to discuss proposed changes and receive comments (see meeting minutes). The 
Stakeholder Group included representatives from the building community, licensed septic 
system professionals, environmental organizations, municipal government, the University 
of Rhode Island, and state and federal agencies. Changes resulting from these meetings 
have been incorporated into the Rules available here for review. 
 
DEM recently concluded a series of 4 public workshops on the Draft Rules. Workshops 
were held in Providence, Portsmouth, and South Kingstown.  At these workshops, DEM 
presented an overview of the changes and then discussed comments and concerns.  See 
link to the public workshop presentation on this page. 
 
DEM is currently in the process of preparing a final Draft of the Rules and complying 
with the State’s requirements in preparation for issuing a public notice.  The public notice 
will announce a formal public hearing and the final date for comments on the Rules to be 
submitted to DEM. 
 
Questions about the Rules should be directed to Jon Zwarg at RI DEM Office of Water 
Resources, 235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908; 401-222-4700 x7205; or 
Jonathan.Zwarg@dem.ri.gov. 
 
To view a list of approved I/A technologies in Rhode Island visit: 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/permits/isds/pdfs/ialist.pdf 

   
Vermont 
Vermont Draft Rules and Regulations Changes 
The Agency of Natural Resources is proposing to significantly revise and restructure the 
current Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules. While some proposals 
change actual rule requirements, a significant amount of existing language is just moved 
in an attempt to make these rules easier to read and understand. To view the changes and 
comments received, you can visit: 
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/ww/rules.htm#os 
 
7/31/2007 * Important Update * - LCAR rejected the revised draft Rules.  The 
Agency has not decided what the next step should be.  Stay tuned. 
 
To view a list of approved I/A technologies in Vermont visit: 
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/ww/Innovative.htm#approvals 
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Septic Humor: 

As a young minister, I was asked by a funeral director to hold a 
grave-side service for a homeless man, with no family or 
friends. The funeral was to be held at a cemetery way back in 
the country, and this man would be the first to be laid to rest 
there. 
 
As I was not familiar with the backwoods area, I became lost; 
and being a typical man did not stop for directions. I finally 
arrived an hour late. I saw the backhoe and the crew, who was 
eating lunch, but the hearse was nowhere in sight. 
 
I apologized to the workers for my tardiness, and stepped to the 
side of the open grave, where I saw the vault lid already in 

place. I assured the workers I would not hold them up for long, but this was the proper 
thing to do. The workers gathered around, still eating their lunch. I poured out my  
heart and soul. 
 
As I preached the workers began to say "Amen,” "Praise the 
Lord," and "Glory"! I preached and preached like I'd never 
preached before, preaching from, Genesis through Revelations. 
 
I closed the lengthy service with a prayer and walked to my car. 
As I was opening the door and taking off my coat, I overheard 
one of the workers saying to another, "I ain’t ever seen anything 
like that before and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty 
years." - Unknown source 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
August 8-9, 2007: The Northeast Water Forum State of the Science: 
Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products, Portland, ME 
 
September 26-28, 2007: 45th Annual Yankee Conference, Plymouth, MA 
 
October 20-24, 2007: ASABE 11th National Symposium on Individual and Small 
Community Sewage Systems, Warwick, RI 
 
October 24-26, 2007: 2007 MHOA Annual Conference, Springfield, MA 
 
October 30, 2007: 2007 Annual YOWA Membership Meeting, Millbury, MA 
 
December 10-12, 2007: 3rd NOWRA Installer Academy, Las Vegas, NV 
 
February 27-March 1, 2008: 2008 Pumper & Cleaner Expo, Louisville, KY 
 
March 11-13, 2008: 3rd Northeast Onsite Wastewater Treatment Short Course and 
Equipment Exhibition, Groton, CT 
 
March 24, 2008: 21st Annual GSDIA Septic System Conference & Exhibition, 
Manchester, NH 
 
June 22-25, 2008: 72nd Annual NEHA Conference and Exhibition, Tucson, AZ 
 
Comments/Suggestions on topics you would like to see addressed in the 
YOWA newsletter or trainings you would like to see sponsored by YOWA. 
Send comments and suggestions to the YOWA address or by email to John 
Higgins at septicsystem@comcast.net. 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Regional and National Websites of Interest: 

 
National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association (NOWRA): 

• www.nowra.org 
 
Connecticut Environmental Health Association (CEHA):  

• http://www.cteha.org/ 
 
Maine Association of Professional Soil Scientists: 

• http://www.mapss.org 
 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection: 

• http://www.state.me.us/dep/index.shtml 
 
Maine Division of Environmental Health: 

• http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng 
 
Maine Rural Water Association: 

• http://www.mainerwa.org/ 
 

Massachusetts Title 5: 
• http://mass.gov/dep/water/wastewat.htm 

 
National Environmental Services Center (NESC): 

• http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/ 
 

New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC): 
• http://www.neiwpcc.org/ 

 
New England Water Environment Association: 

• http://www.newea.org 
 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services: 

• http://www.des.state.nh.us 
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management: 

• http://www.dem.state.ri.us 
 
University of Rhode Island (URI) Onsite Wastewater Training Center: 

• http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/owtc/html/owtc.html 
 

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation: 
• http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec 

 
 


